suggesting that the observed parochialism in the sociology of religion might be an important indicator of a more widespread inwardness in the discipline.
Jack Niemonen highlights the issue of race and develops a detailed critique of "whiteness studies" based on an examination of more than two hundred journal articles in this area. Orienting his analysis in terms of recent proposals for "public sociology," Niemonen targets what he regards as an excessively partisan orientation, or a "hermeneutics of suspicion." He concludes that the "whiteness" approach contradicts public sociology's ideals, as formulated in Michael Burawoy's model that affirms the value of "professional" sociology.
Kevin Haggerty rounds out the discussion with his own version of "tough love" for graduate students. Focusing his critical gaze on misunderstandings and mythologies surrounding the apprenticeship period, Haggerty offers insight into the requirements of professional success, including mentoring, networking, writing and prioritizing. Such counsel may prove particularly valuable for those who aspire to careers in research-oriented universities in Canada and the U.S.
